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"To create delight, you have to know the world. / There is no poetry without the world." e
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To be, or not to be: that is the question

No more; and by a sleep to say we end
The heartache and the thousand natural shocks

But that the dread of something after death,

The undiscover'd country from whose bourn

No traveller returns, puzzles the will

And makes us rather bear those ills we have

Than fly to others that we know not of?
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NOT of the princes and prelates with periwigged charioteers
Riding triumphantly laurelled to lap the fat of the years,—
Rather the scorned—the rejected—the men hemmed in

with the spears

bf the maimed, of the halt and the blind in the rain and the cold—
Of these shall my songs be fashioned, my tales be told.
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"There is no 'gloomy literature', since, however dark may be the colors in which one paints the
world, one paints it only so that free men may feel their freedom as they face it. Thus, there are
only good and bad novels. The bad novel aims to please by flattering, whereas the good one is an
exigence and an act of faith." -- From "What is Literature?" by Sartre.
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A Birth

with the fragrance of twenty-five bodies burning with desire
with the beauty of five snow-clad mountain ranges
with the moving music of infinite pairs of stellar bodies
with the love of a thousand brilliant dark eyes

with the cool rays of a billion moons

with two valleys red with passion

with a hundred joys of the soft, green grass

with a trillion stars of sparkling looks

with the thirst of forty youthful suns

with a single heart, for a single heart

now I'm born.
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"Hibiscus on the Lake: Twentieth-Century Telugu Poetry from India", Edited and Translated by
Velcheru Narayana Rao.
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"Revati's poems are in a class by themselves; nothing like them had ever been written before in
Telugu. Revati was not a poet by conscious effort -- someone who presents herself as a poet to the



literary world. Her language is direct, disarmingly straightforward, unpremeditated; it is self-
expression in its purest sense. Her words and sentences, fresh with a nascent energy, appear on
the page utterly unaware of their presence in the world of poetry. In fact, they were not poetic
before Revati used them. Her passion, her sensuality, her burning desire to speak, and her
discovery of the world through language, reveal a vulnerable person and an invincible poet,
giving us flashes of insight into her very female world. She wrote only a small volume of poetry,
but every poem in the volume is precious."
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